
Staff Report 
Submission Date: August 22, 2023 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadette Cizin, Assistant Planner 

Subject: WR Willow Creek LLC APA-23-01, Williamson Act Contract No 78010, Application to 

rescind their property from the existing contracts and reissue a single contract 

consisting solely of their property with the Commercial Agricultural Use of 

livestock grazing. 

Location: The project site is located on Airport Road, north and east of the city of Montague 

on APNs 041-140-110, 041-140-120 and 041-140-160, Township 46N, Range 5W, 

Sections 16, 17 and 20, MDBM.  

Exhibits: A.  Map of property under existing contract No. 78010 

B. Location Map  

C. Zoning Map 

D. NRCS Soils Data and Map 

E. Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire 

F. Comments 

G. Existing Contract and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 

Background and Discussion 

The proposed project is a request to rescind the subject property from the existing Williamson Act Contracts 

and reissue a contract consisting solely of property under one ownership. The subject property is 

approximately 726 acres, which is currently under contract which has 2 different property owners. To 

accomplish this request, the Board of Supervisors would need to approve the rescission of property from the 

existing Williamson Act contracts and reentry into a new contract. 

Parcel Creation 

• APN 041-140-160 is a 6.5-acre parcel created by Grant Deed as recorded on January 5, 1979, in Siskiyou 

County Records in Volume 843 at Page 844. This parcel was not created in accordance with the 

Subdivision Map Act and County Ordinance effective at that time, therefore an illegally created parcel. 

• APNs 038-010-240 and 038-010-250 together are one, approximately 720-acre, legal parcel created as 

Parcel 4 of Waiver as recorded on October 28, 1985, in Siskiyou County Records as Document No. 

1985-13265. 

Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contracts 

• The subject property is a portion of Williamson Act Contract No. 78010 (Clerk’s No. 329) as recorded on 

February 23, 1978, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 807 at Page 662. 
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Agricultural Preserves 

• The subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s 

Resolution No 39, Book 8, adopted on February 14, 1978.  

Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Preserve Size 

According to the Rules for the establishment and Administration of Agricultural Preserves and Williamson Act 

Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To meet this requirement, two 

or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or if they are owned in common.  

All parcels are owned in common and contiguous.  

Soils Class 

Per County Rules Section III, Item C, Agricultural land in a preserve must contain at least 40 acres of Class I or II 

equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consisting solely of Class VI or VII.  

The majority of soil types are within Class III with some Class II (Exhibit D). Considering the substantial 

acreage of the project, it greatly exceeds the 40-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils required.  

Contract Requirements 

Zoning 

All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules Section III, Item D.  

All property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural (AG-1 and AG-1-B-40) and Non-

Prime Agricultural, 40-acre minimum (AG-2-B-40), as shown on the zoning map (Exhibit C). 

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules Section III, Item E, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 

agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property is 

evaluated by legally established parcel.  

The parcels that are part of the proposal exceed the 40-acre minimum with the exception of APN 041-140-160, 

which is 6.5 acres. The owner is aware of this issue and is not opposed to a non-renewal of this 6.5 acre parcel 

(Exhibit F).  

Agricultural Production Uses 

Per County Rules Section IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural production.   

The property has historically been used for cattle grazing.  
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

140 Dotta loam, 2 to 9 percent 
slopes

44.6 6.1%

160 Jenny clay, 2 to 15 percent 
slopes

23.3 3.2%

161 Jenny cobbly clay, 0 to 15 
percent slopes

72.9 10.0%

171 Lassen cobbly clay, 2 to 15 
percent slopes

77.9 10.7%

173 Lassen-Kuck complex, stony, 2 
to 50 percent slopes

24.1 3.3%

174 Lassen-Rock outcrop-Kuck 
complex, 2 to 50 percent 
slopes

33.3 4.6%

185 Mary loam, 2 to 9 percent 
slopes

134.6 18.5%

186 Mary loam, 9 to 15 percent 
slopes

26.2 3.6%

187 Mary stony loam, 2 to 50 
percent slopes

54.8 7.5%

190 Medford clay loam, cool, 2 to 5 
percent slopes

217.7 30.0%

191 Medford clay loam, cool, 5 to 
15 percent slopes

17.5 2.4%

Totals for Area of Interest 726.9 100.0%

Soil Map—Siskiyou County, California, Central Part APA-23-01

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

5/2/2023
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Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire
(This form is to be attached to the County's standard application form)

C(asroP*eg \joH\.r ct"d L(dA L'iodN
l-Alill5 AUIZ sn.n po, SqsttN crrt C/r ?"5'{s--?7?7

Parcel Numbers: O'll- l'-lo-leo Oq l- l4l O-t (o oql - lLlO-lt-o

How long have you owned this land? 4 *ena
Type of Agricultural Use:

Dry pasture acreage
LII,I Q

lrrigated pasture acreage LX"
Crops grown

\-./ Crops grown

Type of irrigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.) Ofr""' dt;lr],.
Row crop acreage

o
Prod uclion per acre

Production per acre

Other lncome:

Hunting rights $

Fishing rights $

Other rights $

Type-
Production per acre

Production per acre

o

a
o

per year

per year

acres

acresO
per year

per year

per year

per year

a type

(-./ type o
Other $

Other $

o () type C)

D o type o

Rental fee per acre $

Terms of lease

N/k

Share cropped with others: Crop

List expenses paid by landowner

VVilliamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 202'l

Percent to owner Acres

Page 5 of 6

Owner's name:

Dry farming ^.r.^g. ()
Field crop average o

()
o

c crops grown O
Other acreage_

a
(-) ()

Quarrying $ O

Land Leased to Others

Name of owne, N/k
Use of land

Number of acres NlA

Lease termination date
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and has pub value

sig Date 2'3 - >)
Please submit the following to the Siskiyou County Planning Division along with all applicable fees:

1. This signed form

2. The completed and signed County standard Application for Development Review

3. The applicable maps which clearly show the boundaries of the contract property and proposed
change(s)

4. A copy ofthe Grant Deed for each legal parcel

5. The legal description of the land included in the application and proposed change(s)

6. A copy of any and all Deeds of Trust for the land that is included in the application

7. A copy of the property's existing \Mlliamson Act Contract

Planning Staff Comments Below

The above property is within one mile of a city: EYes &1',lo

v/r
Present Zoning Al/k

Wllliamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2021

Page 6 of 6

Certification

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used
for the intensive production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economy

Name of City:
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From: Lisa Wohn
To: Bernadette Cizin
Subject: Finalize Wohn/WR Willow Creek Williamson Act Application
Date: Wednesday, August 16, 2023 9:03:14 AM

Hello Bernadette,

Thank you for your phone reply on Aug 15th.

As per our conversation, we have decided to leave the 6acre parcel as it is which, is a stand alone parcel that is NOT 
included in the Williamson Act and will accrue taxes as it is.

Please continue with our application for the other two larger parcels which will hopefully be approved to fit  the
criteria for the Williamson Act. Please keep me apprised of the progress.

Truly,
Lisa Wohn
510-697-5862
Sent from my iPhone
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